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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A split stream method for processing tomatoes. The benefits of split 
stream processing can be more fully realized when the split streams are re- 
combined under specific processing conditions. In particular, under specified 
conditions of shear and heat, the potential viscosity of the thick stream Is fully 
harvested. The amount of shear used in accordance with the invention is 
significantly greater than the amount required to reconstitute at least some prior 
pastes. 
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